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 Book Reviews 371

 flattens our understanding of ethics as a deeply held organizing principle
 that shapes structures of feeling and aesthetics as well as political or social
 action. Keith Gandal suggests that if his original, compelling book "makes a

 methodological contribution to American Studies or the study of realism, it

 is to rethink morality and to reintroduce this term into the discussion" (161).

 He has done just that in showing how Jacob Riis and Stephen Crane helped

 set new patterns in Americans' imaginative responses to industrial urbanism.

 Examining the ways in which representations of the urban poor gave form to

 conceptions of "the relation one ought to have with oneself and others" (7),
 Gandal shows students of realism and the American city how to engage the
 history of morals as something more than a cliched account of hypocritical
 middle-class surveillance of the urban poor's bad behavior. In the process,

 Gandal offers new ways to read these two authors together and as part of a
 larger cultural history.

 Riis and Crane emerge in Gandal's argument as transitional figures who

 negotiate between traditional and insurgent ethics. In Riis's "morally schizo-

 phrenic" How the Other HalfLives (18), an older Protestant tradition of charity
 writing that regarded the slum as a place of failed character encounters an

 insurgent ethnographic tradition that recasts the degraded slum environment

 as a site of touristic spectacle and as a principal cause of disorder convention-

 ally identified with poor people. Riis employs the language of both traditions,
 but his photographs tip the balance toward spectacle. Crane's Maggie, "a

 counterdemonstration" (50) against Protestant charity writing and moral
 order, retells the sentimental tale of a young woman's ruin with the express

 purpose of establishing new ethical priorities-ethnographic, psychological,
 touristic, bohemian-in depicting the slum. Gandal is at his best in explaining
 Riis's and Crane's "strange investment in the tough" (91), in whose criminal

 activities and stylish habits of personal consumption they detect a complex,
 raw individuality that might be developed for social good and even emulated

 by men escaping middle-class constraint. The tough of the 1890s becimes a
 stock figure still recognizable in our own urban conversation, a cultural and

 psychological pioneer whose robust drives for "self-realization" are bent by
 environmental factors into pathologies like "low self-esteem" and a "culture
 of poverty. "

 Tightly focused on two late-nineteenth-century authors, this book only sug-
 gests how its argument extends to other writers (from Charles Loring Brace
 to Kathy Acker), other periods, and the realm of social policy. Even if the sug-
 gested extensions remain too schematic to persuade the reader, Gandal has
 made an original, compelling case for rereading Riis and Crane as exemplars

 of a new style of reading, writing, and knowing the slum and the spectator's
 relation to it.

 Carlo Rotella, W. E. B. Du Bois Institute,
 Harvard University
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